critical digest 


April 10, 1950- 
The Weekly That Keeps You Informed of the Current Eritical, Scene 
Ne¥eOpenings This ‘jeek 


gry of the Peacock-Mansfield, 4/11/50. of Cecil Robson's adaptation of 
Jean 8 play scheduled for 4/6/50 wes delayed due to illness of Raymond Lovell 
Directed by Martin Ritt, produced by James Colligan and Donald Medford, the cast 
features Oscar Karlweis @nd Lillie Darves.: 


With A §ilk Thread-Lyceum, 4/12/50,: Cloire Luce end Phillip Huston star in new 
Blsa Shelley play. ~ Produced by Irving Kaye Davis and staged by Miss Shelley. 


The Magazine Critics View the New Play 


The Wistoria Trees-Mertin Beck, 3/29/50. tn atte of the many words of preice 
for the fine acting of of Helen Hayes, tne wonderrul work of her supporting cast, and 
the beautiful scenery, most of the weekly reviewers considered Joshua Logan's adapta- 
tion of Chekhov's "The Cherry Orchard” too static and dull to recommend for an. even= 
ing*’s entertainment. Critics of the Christian Science Monitor and Billboard con- 
Sidered the script a worthy vehicle for the star's talents, but the others felt dif- 
ferent. Gabriel, Cue, summed up the feelings of several of the critics when he stat- 
6d thet Logan turned the pure wine of Chekhov into cloudy sugar water. Hobe, Varicty 


Suggested the play would be better if some of the off stage incidents were enacted in 
view of the audience. 


Shows That Closed 


Miss Liberty-Imperial Theatre, 7/15/49-4/8/50. ‘Irving Berlin musical with ‘book 
by Robert Sherwood, drew seven “pro” reviews from the 30 critics ratede Most of the 
critics were disappointed thet the-all- star prodiiction team of Berlin, Sherwood and 

Hart didn't come up with something more original. ~ 


The Man-Fulton, 1/19/50-4/8/50. Mel Dinelli melodrama, adapted from his own ram . 
dio play, won the support of nine reviewers. The acting of Dorothy Gish and Don 
Hammer fared much better. The author, who is abroad, is trying to interest Hugh 
Beaumond in producing the play in Londone 


Theatre Arts Rates the Current Plays. 


Arme and the Girl and The Happy Time were panned by the monthly's: critice The 

former because its three talented performers weren't allowed to carry the ball until 
it was too lates the latter because farce took over in the early scenese Recommanded 
were The Cocktail Party, The Devil's Disciple, As You Like It, The Innocents and Come 
Back, Little Sheba. 


News and Notes 


Hi: Phillips, World Telegram and Sun, is doing a. sketch Clark's. 
Shows eeLouis Calta, Times, returns to his desk after minor surgeryee.Theatre Guild's 
Radio Box Office program is now heard twice dailyeseABC network broadcast presenta~ 
tion of NeYeDrama Critic's Cirele AwardsessAntoinette Perry Awards of the American 
Theatre ‘ving were broadcast over WOR, New York..eConvention Theatre Ticket Service, 
1l Bast 44th Street, opened for business this weekees53 Off Broadway groups héeve 
merged into a single producing unit..eSam Zolotow, Times, wos re-elected president of 
Drama Desk, réporters ‘luncheon clubeseGrace George, The Velvet Glove, received the 
1950 medal cf the American Academy of Arts and Letters for “beauty of speech on the 
American stage" .sseRodgers and Hemmerstein turned down an offer of $350,000 for a one 
time presentation of South Pacific on. TV<.-Brooks Atkinson, Times, wrote the intro- 


duction to WoAsDarlington’s "The ‘iortd of Gilbert & Sullivan”. 
Copyri 1950 by TelieKrause, Editor, 505 Fifth Avenues Neve 1 10 Yearl 
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Green Room Department 


THE CRITICS VOTE. eeNeYeDrama Critics Circle took severel ;uvtes to decide upon their 
awards, but they needed only one vote to down Coleman, Mirror, who suggested : 
the critics meet at reguler luncheon meetingse -As expected the awards went to 
The Member of the Wedding, The Cockteil Perty and The Consul, ‘Jatt, Post, who 
agreed with the winning slate, felt thet his colleagues hed made intelligent 
choices» Garland, Journal American, who voted for Come Back, Little Sheba felt 
like a square peg in ® round holee While Pollock, Compass, wished he had real- 
ized Regina was eligible for his votee 


IDFA @ THE ‘‘EEK...Comment along Broadway that the name of the Plymouth Theatre is to 
be renemed in honor of Arthur Hopkins, who hed his office there, brings the hope 
from Morehouse, WwT&S, that some day NeYe will be named after. 
Ames, Charles Frohman ani John Drew. 


ADD "FIRST Times, ansvered Variety's reperted 
lack of using the first person pronoun in his reviewse It is a matter of paper 
policy. He feels thet that use of the first person indicates that the views ex- 

_- pressed are merely the personal opinions of the critics rather than the. official 
judgments of the paper. He uses "I" more liberally in the Sunday articles be- 
cause he nae more leewaye 


‘ SUPERLATIVES AND CIRCUSESeeeCritics have been known to condemn plays because the pro- 
ceedings reminded them of three ring circuses, but three critics covered the 
Opening of the Ringling Brothers circus at Medison Square Garden letting the 
Superlatives drop where they.maye Sheaffer, Eagle, and Pollock, Compass, bor- 
rowed the press agent*s rantings for their “pro* reviews, while Rices Post, ina 
milder tone enjoyed the long shows 

intervies ‘Round Us * . 


CARSON McCULLERSeeeDiverse facts collected by Morehouse, ‘T&S, during a visit with 
the author of The Member of the Weddings She hasn't seen the play since the - 
Openings The money she is making is all going for doctor billss She has a bad 
case of wanderlust, but never does anything about ite She cuts her own heire It 
took her five and a half years to write the book, four years: to do the playe 
She notes to write articles to make mone ye" 


HENRY FONDA. .ltieter Roberts is a much better show now than on inidiamin night, the st 
star told Torre, WI&S. The cast has discovered things in the script it never 
realized then, they have worked on characterizations until they know each person . 
thoroughly. Fonda cried when he saw the fine acting performance of Helen _ 


in The Wisteria Treeg, he admitted. 


MARLON BRANDOs..Tex and Jinx, Herald Tribune, were just flabbergasted by the ibsiion : 


career of The Streetcar Nemed Desire. Brando gave theme run-through of his 
route since the hit show. closed in New Yorke It included ‘posing as & beggar in 
France, and explaining to thelmemployment Compensation Board that he was broke 
though his salery last year was en cual He will be seen in the sadatios "The 
Men". 


GIAN CARLO MENOTT Ieee" The words. come me enclosed in the ‘the three way voy 
wonder said to Rice, ‘Post, in answer to the usual question. Now thet The Consu} 
is settings | he must write the fs gage NBC television has commissioned him to doe 
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“oct Off Broadway 


THE MISEReeeTwo more critics journeyed. to the tiny Walt Whitmen theatre to praise 
Thestre Classics productior’ of the Moliere comedys Garlend, Journal Americans 

: found every member of the cast worthy, the direction serfenta. McDonald, Bill- 
board, enjoyed the show, but didn't think director Dan Levin realized the full 
humor in the classice 


Around the Towne sHanging on Union Square, the play poem by HeTseTsiangy enchanted 
Pollock, Compasses The actor=-poet=playvright presents his poem every Saturday 
night et 225 West 46th Street oo the Greener Gress a new by Edward Davidson 
presented by Actors Study in Herlem, received unfevorable review from Variety 
reporters He considered the play about a Negro film ectress who pesses-for a 
white lacking in emotionel impecteo.The Showing Up of Blenco Posnet, Shaw's 
"sermon in crude melodrams""! was billed as "second rate Shaw, but t first rate 
fun" by Garland, Journsl American, after viewing the production at the Neighbor- 

. hood Pleyhouse..»The Pied Piper of Hamlin, presented. by the Children's World 
Theatre, charmed children and drama editors when, Fumke, Times, took his charges 
to see the based on Brownings 


Stuff 


meehe with famous nemes living in N»Ye discovered by Sobol, Journal Americane 

Bernard Shaw at 35 \iest 8letr6treet, A dentist named Shakespezre et 800 Fighth Ave= 
nuée» Vice-President Berkley stepped on the het of Rice, Post, at the opening of © 

"Riding High" et Front Royel,, VasesoThe interior theatre sequences in "All -bout Eve" 
a motion picture about © Broedwey theatre, will be filmed at the Curren Theatre, San 
Francisco, because no theatre. in Hollywood looks as if it could be a Broedwey theetre 
ADD Nathan Legend-i The critic greed to read the manuscript of a pretty. young blonde 
pleywrighte “Good writing" he commented, referring to-the hendwrit ingeseWill Mahoney 
offers Winchell the story about the drame critic who returned home lete from a “se 
showe “I overslept", wos his excuses ‘ 


Koy to ‘Gritdciem At A 


Shows are rated as to hoy the critics liked them, not ‘v they think they will ‘be 
hits. "So=So" means the critic did not state directly if he-recommended the :show for 
en entertaining or stimulating evenings Photostats of reviews miy be .obtained st 25: 
cents each to subscribers, 50 cents each to otherse 


le NY Times Mewark Bows: 94. Gatholde jer 1d 


2e NY Herald Tribune 12. Women’s wear Daily 22. Commonweal 

30 NY News 130 Daily Worker | _. 23» Cue 

4. NY Mirror «149 Wall Street Journal 24, ChreSeisMonitor 
5e NY Compass (Ster, PM) “15 dJournel of Commerce 250 SeteReview Lit. 
6, NY Post 16. George Jean Nathen . 26. Newsweek 

7. NY Sun (Morehouse) Morning Telegraph 27 Time 

8. NY:Journel American Variety 28. Nation 

9¢ NY World Telegram & San 19. Billboard 29. New Republic. 
10. Brooklyn Ferle 20, Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker 


Arms end the Girieséth Street Theatre, 2/2/50» Pros 


As You Like It-Cort, 1/26/50. Pros 17-18-19-20-22=26-29, 
Cont SomSot 


Caesar and Cleopatrs-Netional, 12/21/49. Prot 26 votes. Cont 5-813, g0-So% 9 


& 
‘ 


Gons 1 2-4-10914, 


The Cocktail Perty-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 2=3=4-5-6- 


Come Back, Little Sheba-Booth, 2/15/50. Pros 185 
23=26=295 Cons So-S08 3-6=30. 


The Consul-Barrymore 3/15/50. Prot 1=2= 1912 


Death of a Salesman-Morosco, 2/10/49 Prot 28 voteds Cont 29. So-508 276 


Story-Hw son, 3/23/89. Pros 0r21- 


The Devil*s Disciple-Rvyuio, 2/8/43. Prot 
‘Cont 30. 16. | 


G Gentlemen Prefer 12/8/45» Pros 20 votes» Cont 6-21-28 
$0=-So 16=22=27.0 Nonet 25. 


Great To Be Alive=Jinter Garden, 3/23/50. Prot Cons 1-5-7-8- 
So-S08 4°19- él 


The Happy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50. ‘Eres 19. votes Cons -20=26-27+30. 
I Know My Love=shubert, 11/1/49. Prot 21. votes. Cons 
The Innocent s=P12 yhouse, 2/1/50. Prot 24 votes: Cont 
Kiss Me, 12/31/48. 28 votes. Cont 29 


Lost In The Stars-Music Box, 10/9/49. . Prot 
23-2646 Cons 3220921 So-Sot 4-27. 


The Member of the edding-Bmpire, 1/5/506 Prot 25 votes» So-Sot Cons 16 
Mister Robert s-Alvin, 2/13/48. Pros 24 Cont 21-24. 1316-176 


Now I lay lie Down to Slee Broadhurst 3/2/50. Prot 
Cons So-Sot 266 


South Pacific-Majestic, 4/8/49. Pros 
26=30. Cons 274 So=Sot 236 


“Texas Li'l Darlin*-Hellinger, 11/25/49. pro's: 


Velvet: Glove-Golden, 12/26/49. Pros 15 votese Cont 
So=Sos 1 =296 


Where's Chorley?-St. James, 10/11/48., Pros votess Cont 


The Wisteria Trees-Martin Beck ‘Theatre, 3/29/50. Pros 
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